
What can you do to reduce 

waste?

• Dispose of motor oil at a garage that will 

recycle it. Never pour oil on the ground or 

in a storm drain or sewer on the street.

• Purchase alternative products that contain 

fewer hazardous ingredients.

• Use only as much as you need, and use 

up the product completely.

• Minimize the use of pesticides and 

herbicides on your lawn and garden.  Use 

biodegradable products when available.

• Do not pour used or unused chemicals or 

paints down the drain or flush in the toilet.  

• Use water-based paints if possible. Sweep 

up dust and paint chips from sanding or 

stripping activities.

• NEVER mix leftover chemicals with other 

materials.

• Make sure all chemicals are properly 

labeled and stored away from children and 

pets.

• Remember: anything you throw or store 

on the ground can find its way into the 

groundwater. Store and handle chemicals 

properly. 

A watershed is all the land that drains to the

same river or lake. Water travels from the highest

points at the watershed edge to the lowest point

at the bottom of the watershed. Wherever you

are, you are in a watershed!

When it rains, some water travels over the land

surface to the nearest stream or creek. This water

is called surface runoff or stormwater. As the

stormwater flows, it picks up any contaminants

lying on the surface – pesticides and fertilizer

from lawns, manure from farms, sediment from

construction sites, and oil and gas from roads.

Small streams join to form larger and larger

rivers, until the water – and any contaminants it is

carrying – reaches both public and private water

sources!

Some precipitation, instead of traveling over the

land, will percolate into the soil and reach the

groundwater, such as homeowner drinking wells

or springs. The groundwater ultimately flows into

one of the rivers or lakes in the watershed.

For more information

Check the Berks County Solid Waste Authority 

website for collection sites and dates. 

http://www.co.berks.pa.us/Dept/SWA/Pages/default.aspx
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How does drinking water sometimes become polluted?
Your drinking water may become polluted when substances that are
harmful to human health enter the groundwater or surface water,
like a creek, lake, or reservoir. Once water is contaminated, it must
be treated or abandoned as a drinking water source. The expense of
treating polluted water or finding a new source of drinking water can
be avoided through source water protection.

Did you know that many household

products are dangerous to our

children, pets, and the

environment? Household cleaners,

lawn and garden chemicals,

gasoline, antifreeze, and many

other substances need to be stored

and disposed of properly.

When Household Hazardous

Waste (HHW) makes its way into

the environment, plants, animals,

and humans can all be affected.

Never throw away these materials

into the trash or flush down a drain.

All the items listed in this brochure

should be carefully handled and

disposed of according to directions.

Check for HHW collection events

sponsored by the Berks County

Solid Waste Authority at:

http://www.co.berks.pa.us/Dept/SWA/Pages/default.aspx

WHAT IS HHW:

Oil-based paint

Vehicle fluids like gasoline, 

used motor oil, and antifreeze

 Lawn & garden fertilizers, 

pesticides, and herbicides

 Pool Chemicals

 Solvents

 Household cleaners

 Lithium and NiCad batteries

WHAT ISN’T HHW:

 Latex Paint

 Ammunition

 Medical waste

 Joint/Caulking compound

 Gas cylinders

 Electronics (recyclable)

 Tires (recyclable for fee)

Not sure if you have HHW in your home 

or whether it’s recyclable? Check here 

for answers: 

http://www.co.berks.pa.us/Dept/SWA/Pages/default.aspx
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